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8.5 Unique terrains and locations
of Rub’ al Khali
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Southwestern Rub* al Khali (A< «V) is bordered
on its western side by an uplifted limestone
escarpment. It is a south extension of Jebel
Tuwayq (G sk Jua), forming spine of Arabian
Peninsula. South of Sha'ib al Faw (sl cusi),
upstream of Wadi al Hinw (sl 5215), this ridge
becomes so narrow that it is regarded as an
escarpment rather than a mountain range. Further
south of Khashm Ghurab (/¢ ~i2) (Sultanah)
(k) it turns slightly eastward and then
disappears into vague sand. Wilfred Thesiger

called this escarpment Aradh (33, <a2).
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St John Philby published his book “Rub ‘al Khali”
in 1933, describing the Rub’ al Khali (&) &) he
investigated. In this book, St John Philby also
mentions “a fireball that occurred in 1863 or 1891
and was reportedly heading southeast and passed

through Riyadh (u=).”
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This fireball is now identified as an iron meteorite
that collided with Umm al-Hadidah craters (!
suaall) “Mother of Iron in Arabic” 25 kilometers

northwest of Wabar crater (L) 4a 58) (See Wabar
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Wadi Habunah (%= ¢ 5) flows from Asir

mountains (e Jua) into Rub’ al Khali () ).
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Its old riverbed is called Al Qadgadah (3:8:l),
meaning a field of small boulders and gravels. In
upper reaches of this wadi, large Tamarisk ()
colonies still remain today. Such richness of Wadi
Habunah may have contributed to formation of Al

Qadqadah.
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It is a sabkha that spreads 30 km west of Sabkha
Mutti (=< 432) and 30 km south of Al Batha
(sakdll), located in the estuary area of Wadi

as-Sahba (sbexd! s215).
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Sabkha Matti (1< 43:2) spreads across the border
area near Qatar between United Arab Emirates
and Saudi Arabia on Arabian Gulf coast. It also
occupies the estuary area of Wadi as-Sahba (25
<Leudl), In Iraq, Matti means donkey, but Bedouin
(0s25%) in this region use it to mean that it
stretches like rubber, because this sabkha

extends far inland.
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6. Jiddat al-Harasis
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Jiddat al-Harasis (u«! ) 322) is a limestone
plateau located in central southern Oman,

covering approximately 27,000 square kilometers




LAPREBHTT, FHMT 16 Bl =51
LTL7ZENy,

at an elevation of 100 to 150 meters. See “6

Dunes” for more information.
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7. Jilida
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Wadi Habunah (45 (s3)5) flowed into Rub’ al Khali
() &) and formed Al Qadgadah (s:3l). Jilida
is further downstream of Al Qadqadah. In
ex-riverbed Jilida, wind polished fragments of
rhyolite, porphyry, jasper, granite, and other rocks,
creating a mosaic pattern in hard sand overlying

gravel bed.
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Note: Jilida is recorded by Wilfred Thesiger and St. John

Philby, but its Arabic spelling is unknown.
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8. Khashm al Kumdah
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Khashm al Kumdah (3: »32) and Khashm al
Kazafu (?) stand on southern cliff edges carved
out where Wadi al Dawasir (- s s315) cut

through Jebel Tuwaiq (G:sk ).

These two cliff points line up from east to west
along this dramatic break created by long-term
erosion as Wadi al Dawasir once flowed eastward

across this region.
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Note Arabic spelling of Khashm al Kazafu is unknown.
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9. Khashm Ghurab
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Khashm Ghurab (¢ ~is) is a peak located east
of forked point “Sultanah 180)”, 4l kilometers
south of junction “Ghubaish (Uixe J1)” in Wadi al
Dawasir region (sl 53 5 ddkic),

At this fork, road branches into a route toward
Sharourah (5,,5,4) and another toward Najran

(O o3).

Before this junction name appeared on Google

Maps, | used to call this place Khashm Ghurab.
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10. Khashm al Hayyal
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Khashm al Hayyal (Ju!! ~i3) is a peak on northern
edge of Aradh Escarpment (sa)Y <ix2), a
southern section of Jebel Tuwaiq (&= J=) carved
out where Sha’ib al Faw (54!l cu=) cuts through
the range near Qaryat al Faw (& 4,_8).

Aradh Escarpment (u=3Y! <2 1) extends south

from this point.
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11. Wabar Crater
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In February 1932, St John Philby was exploring
mysterious city Ubar. Philby believed that Ubar
(L) was identical to Wabar in transliteration, so
he traveled to ancient dwelling sites called “Iron

Place” — Al Hadida (2a)) — by bedouins (o).
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After a long journey across harsh desert, Philby
could not find Ubar itself, but he discovered a wide
impact area scattered with white sandstone, black
impactite, and iron meteorite fragments, including

five meteorite craters.
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Philby initially thought this area was volcanic, yet
analysis by British Museum on rock samples he
brought back to England revealed a meteorite
impact origin. Philby described these findings in

his book Rub’ al Khali (1933).
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Later, Aramco surveyed this site in 1937, Aramco
and National Geographic again in 1966, and
Aramco once more in 1982. Thomas J.
Abercrombie of National Geographic found and
transported a huge 2.2-ton iron meteorite, now
displayed at National Museum of Saudi Arabia.
From 1944 to 1955, Dr. Jeffrey C. Wynn also
investigated this area under sponsorship of Zahid
Tractor.

(See also Umm al-Hadidah.)




