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There seem to be several place names with Al Abr
(u=), meaning a fort, in northern part of
Hadramawt province. Home of Al Abr district, now
marked as Al Abr, is located a little east of
Mintagat Al Abr (L)l 4ikic), a new road junction to
Saudi Arabia, 110 km south of Wadi’ah. For this
reason, it appears to be different from Al Abr
where Wilfred Thesiger stopped before his second
crossing of Rub’ al Khali. Megalithic ruins have
been found around current Al Abr, and there is a

group of water wells protected by a fort. It is not




visible on Google Earth, but there seems to be a

small airfield.
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Ardah (32=) is a small settlement in Saudi territory
across Oman border in western Umm al Samim
(< A1), An airfield was built after approval of
Saudi border guard airport expansion in 2010.
There is also a governmental administration

center and a supermarket.

3. TA=TA v

ol

3. Al Ayn

TN=TA 37 7 7 EREEFR(UAE)F I O
HCHRND, REPHLEFRSNEZELL
HE#E T, A~—r DT F4 JFIMFD LS
REMRICHDHAT VAT, BIFELTHU A - F
T VA (s dal) E BIREN ET, WEOESEICAL
L TWETA, FHAEICHEMPTIES . BhicdT
ERTEET, A2 OFRFETHARRERICHE

D, 77 I VEMoTEENEENDL —FH T, B
ERZGEOWHRTHH D £ Lz, HEER LD
T e T =T SO o s juas) O S BRE
X, 77 7 VeSO, 2011 2 UNESCO it
FEEICHERE SN TOET, B Yy —2 1946
AZE — a1 22 RO RN oD L 7ot . BoRkIE
EREOM, ZOFT VAT Ry LfEEALS ¢ 5 )0
FBENFTATDEMOX ¥ 7ICLIES STEL
TWET,

Al Ayn (o) is fourth largest city in United Arab
Emirates (UAE), yet a beautiful garden city with
carefully controlled landscapes. Buraimi in Oman
is a twin oasis and is known as Tawam Oasis

(15 4s15) as a whole. It is located on border
between two countries, but there are no
checkpoints and people can move freely.
Settlement in this area began in Neolithic era, and
farming using falaj was practiced while it also
served as an important trade route hub. Bronze
Age Umm al Nar cultural sites ()4 ol 5 juzs),
including falaj irrigation, were listed as UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 2011. After Wilfred
Thesiger completed his first crossing of Rub’ al
Khali in 1946, he stayed for a while in this oasis at
a cliff camp owned by an elder of Duru’ tribe

(48 & 5,4) while waiting for food supply.
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Ibri (=) is a town at southeastern foot of Hajar
mountains (U Jus) in northwestern Oman. Its
origin goes back to 3rd millennium BC. Some of
world’s most complete and well-preserved
settlement and cemetery remains are found here.
These include Bahla fort (s> 2«%) and
archaeological complex of Bat (2! <l gise), Al-
Khutm (¥ aball &35e) and al Ayn (Y 0wl @8 sa),
which are listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites

and Cultural Heritage Sites.
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A village located 250 km southeast of Yabrin
(cuodl) in central Rub’ al Khali (AW &), with a
water well and an airfield. Its name means
“plump.” ARAMCO carried out exploratory drilling
from 1953 to 1955, but no commercial amount of

crude oil was found.
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Ubar (Lbsl), also written as Wabar or Wubar, is
known as “City of a Thousand Pillars.”

This ancient city was located in southern Arabian
Peninsula within Rub’ al Khali (&) &),

It prospered as a trading center from around 3000
BC to 1st century AD, but later disappeared
suddenly in history, becoming a “legendary lost

city.”
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According to Qur'an, Ubar was a town created by
family of Ad (2\e), great-grandson of Noah.

People of Ubar worshiped stone idols and lived in
corruption.

Prophet Hud warned that “this town is decadent
and cannot sustain prosperity,” but Shaddad (%),
son of Ad and king, ignored this warning and
rebelled.

Because of this, God destroyed Ubar and buried it

under sand.
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This story is also mentioned in Book of One
Thousand and One Nights.

In search of this “legendary lost city,” researchers
analyzed ancient frankincense routes using NASA
satellite remote-sensing images in the 1980s.
Through this analysis, a possible location was
identified in Dhofar region (_lék 4ilas) of Oman.

In 1992, an American research team that included
Ranulph Fiennes and Juris Zarins excavated a
large limestone cave near a spring called Ash
Shisr (,=%), where 16th-century Shisr Fort once

stood.

They uncovered structures buried underground for
300 to 500 years due to collapse of the limestone
cave.

This site remains under excavation but is now

widely considered to be Ubar.
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7. Qaryat al Faw
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Qaryat al Faw (54l 4, 8), formerly known as Dhu

Kahl (&) 53), is located 700 km south-southwest
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of Riyadh (=), and 290 km north-northeast of
Najran (u)>) and 80 km south of Wadi al Dawasir
(o sall (530 5).

It stands on right bank of Sha’ib al Faw (44l i),
upper stream of Wadi al Hinw (sl s215), where
this channel cuts through Jabal Tuwaiq (G sk).
This fortified city prospered as a trading base on
camel caravan route and was under control of
Kindah tribe (3x5) from around 1st to 4th century
BC.
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Kindah (32€) belonged to Qahtan-Kahlan tribe (4
OMeS-gUaad) and formed Kingdom of Sheba (3l
L) or Saba’ (L) from around 8th century BC to
AD 275.

After Kingdom of Sheba was first conquered by
Himyar Kingdom (s 4sl) in 25 BC, some
members of Kindah migrated to Qaryat al Faw
(54 4 8), a major base on camel caravan route.
Although Kingdom of Sheba later revived and
continued until AD 275, its relationship with
Kindah was not good and several conflicts

occurred.
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This wealthy tribal city was also known as Qaryat
al Hamraa ((s!_<=l' 4.,8)) or Dhat al Jinan (glall ild),
meaning “paradise city” in Arabic.

It developed into an important commercial center
on eastern section of caravan routes extending
from southern Arabian Peninsula through Najran
to Arab Gulf (Arabian Gulf)and Mesopotamia (234
il ),

When Qaryat al Faw served as economic,
religious, cultural and social center of central
Arabian Peninsula (200 BC to AD 200), this

kingdom is known as First Kindah Kingdom..
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8. Dhabloton (Thablotin)
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Dhabloton (o sk shs=) is a village whose name
means “dreadful,” located in an isolated area on
Oman border in southeastern Saudi Arabia.
Although it is approximately 1,200 km away from
Dammam, it belongs to Eastern Province (3akidll
44,34 and has mosques as well as elementary

and junior high schools for men and women.
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No public roads lead to this village.

A border-guard road connects Dhabloton to Ardah
Airport (!l jUas), about 400 km away, linking
travelers to Saudi Arabian road network.

Another access route is through Oman, where
Mugsin (<) lies 80 km east of Dhabloton,
allowing travelers to reach Muscat—Salalah
highway (e - i g yudl G hll).

Dhabloton Airport (o sk skawa JUas) is located about
13.5 km north-northeast of this village and
appears to be an airport used by Saudi Arabian

Border Guards.
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Salalah (43) is a city on Arabian Sea (<« J~)
coast, with Al-Qara Mountains (_&l i) rising
behind it.

For more information, refer to Chapter “6 Dunes.”
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10. Shaibah (Shaybah)
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Shaybah (4:%) is located in Kidan region (o/)S) of
northeastern Rub’ al Khali 40), s &)li( km
south of northern edge of this desert and about 10
km south of Abu Dhabi—Saudi Arabia border.
Shaybah faces Liwa Oasis ('3 4s15) across this

border.
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Shaybah is a base town established by ARAMCO
to develop Shaybah Qil Field (dué Jss),

This oil field was discovered in 1967, but full
development began only in early 21st century.
Crude oil production reaches 1 million barrels per
day.

In addition, associated gas and natural gas
recovered from surrounding gas fields are
processed and transported by pipelines to Abgaiq

().
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A 386 km highway was built for Shaybah, and an
airport capable of accommodating Boeing 737
aircraft was constructed for transport of personnel
and freight.

This highway was extended to Ramlat Khaliya
(A& =3,) on Oman border at end of 2021, and
both governments announced in early December
2021 that Al Hasa (sLxY) and lbri (s_»=) would be

directly connected via Shaybah.
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11. Shaqa
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A water well located 312 km east of Najran (o/_>)
and 35 km west-northwest of Sharourah (s_5.4).in
southwestern Rub’ al Khali (A&l &),

Sand dunes often appear to be scorching and dry,

but they actually absorb scarce rainfall and store it
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as shallow groundwater above impermeable
layers at their bases.

This well is believed to draw from such shallow
groundwater.

A pump hut and an elevated water tank stand
along this roadside, and several water tankers

were always lined up here to receive water.
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12. Sharourah
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Sharourah (3,5.%) was located 332 km east of

Najran (o',>3) along Yemen border.

A junction for Sultanah (4sls) lay 248 km east of

Najran. From this junction, a 64-km road to Shaga
(%) ran east-northeast to west-southwest, parallel
to ridgelines of surrounding sand dunes and giving

an impression of moving through a wide valley.
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Shaqa (%) was 64 km east of this junction, where
road shifted direction from east-northeast to
east-southeast.There is a water well at Shaga.
Sharourah north gate was reached 20 km beyond
Shaga. Sharourah was once enclosed by
barbed-wire fences.

Sharourah hosted an air force base in past, and
large military units were stationed there, including
Nineteenth Al-Farooq Brigade Group (4e sl
Gl il (e 5 e Aaulill),

Around 40,000 residents lived in Sharourah and

supported stationed forces.
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Sharourah occupied a strategic position, and
strong presence of Saudi forces in this region

prevented Yemen from attempting to reclaim
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territories lost at end of 1934 Saudi—-Yemen War

(1934 cadls i el ),
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Facilities in Sharourah included a military hospital,
civil hospitals, Gelato shops, swimming pools
operated by Ministry of Municipal and Rural
Affairs, and a small zoo.

Sharourah had 18 hotels, including Sharurah
Plaza Hotel (132 5,54 32#) (4-star) and several

3-star hotels.
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as well.
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(u=,~), along a 620 km desert road between
Haradh and Al Khirkhir (_s2,a), running through
central Rub’ al Khali (sl &),

When | visited, a gas station at this point had been
abandoned, and no information was available
about any next gas station, so | had no choice but

to return from here.
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14. Shubaytah
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Shubaytah (dax8) is a Saudi settlement in Dhafara
region (5_4kll alic) near UAE southern border.

It has an airfield, and its name became well known
recently because Shubaytah was selected as one

of turning points of “2020 Dakar Rally.”
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As Sihmah (ieull) refers to an area near
southeastern end of Oman—Saudi Arabia border,

in southeastern Rub’ al Khali (& &),
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16. As Sulayyil
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As Sulayyil (Ji4) is located 575 km south of
Riyadh (c=bb).

It lies in northeastern part of Wadi Dawasir region
(b= sl g3 5), one of rich agricultural areas in Saudi
Arabia, and many inhabitants belong to Dawasir
tribe (L='s2 <lla3), which has close ties with royal

family.
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As Sulayyil is also one of entrances to Rub’ al
Khali (S &), with large farms scattered along
routes in this area.

A road extends eastward along riverbed of Wadi
Dawasir, and another road runs south toward

Hassi ().
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17. Dhafara
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Dhafara region (,ikll 4slaic) is located west of Uruq
Shaibah (3l 35.2) and extends across border
between Saudi Arabia and southwestern UAE.
Northern part within Abu Dhabi (5l dakic)
reaches coastline, while southern part lies inside

Saudi territory. Dhafara covers about 60,000

11




(308l Aak) 3K 6 TS km IZE Y, T A ED
B2 L - TAHOKSB S EH L THET,

square km and holds most of Abu Dhabi onshore

oil and gas fields.
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In contrast, Saudi territory to south contains small
settlements such as Shubaytah (d:3) and Khaba
wells (4> ). Shaibah oil field (<3 Jis), producing

about 1 million bpd, belongs to Kidan area (o)),

which borders Dhafara on its east side.
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For many years, only a water well named Dhiby
(3, based on Bertram Thomas’s English
transcription) appeared on maps between Yabrin
(s—_——) and Abu Dhabi (b s1). During his
1930-1931 crossing of Rub’ al Khali (1!

—J Lx1), Bertram Thomas, first person to

complete this crossing, confirmed existence and

location of Dhiby well near end of his journey.

19. 7o =25—
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19. Najran

TV 2T (V)FREVFANAEDORIEICHE <
LD E AT, VT T« = U —PDi ()
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DR THY . TV 27— MOMELTHLH Y F
3,

Najran (os2) is an elongated old town stretching
along floor of a deep wadi valley on southwestern
edge of Rub’ al Khali (J&l &), It is a border
town with Yemen and also capital of Najran

Province.

ZORBANCIED © 7247 ¥ A 21349 4,000 4ER1
O NABMESRFET THEY . HRICITAEFOED
HifE e L TR LE L, A =X b2
FHUTT T ORTHR B, BHEEAR
N2 DR BN EDBERP AR FE>TVE
T

This irregularly spread oasis has been inhabited
for about 4,000 years and once flourished as a
station on frankincense route. Yemeni cultural
influence is stronger in Najran than anywhere else
in Saudi Arabia, reflected in local architecture and

traditions of Najran people.
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In Arabic, “Najran” has meanings such as
“wooden frame for opening and closing doors,”
“thirst,” and also “shaved valley.”

Steep features of this wadi valley match this latter
meaning quite well.

This valley gathers abundant water flowing from
Yemen side and creates a rich green oasis in
desert environment. Upstream from town lies
Najran Valley Dam (ulua ), built by a Swiss
company, serving as a key Saudi structure for

flood control and irrigation water storage.

200 "NU—)L B TH
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20. Khaur bin Atarit

N —)L s B e T H Y (Luse oo [ Khaur
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Khaur bin Atarit (<u_ie 02 Ls3) is a bitter water well
located about 120 km north of Mughshin (c<&<) in
southeastern Rub’ al Khali (& ). Its water is
so bitter that even camels avoid drinking it.

To north lies a large sand-dune area rising above
a plain of powdered gypsum, and farther north
there once appeared a large dune covered with

green vegetation after heavy rains.

F7z, 1990 FF 2 A7 H 3 AIZHT T, NCWCD
(B AR - BAEERR) MMTo T BEHA
DES, ALk 207 417 | KK 54° 42" ffiI T, =
(Phragmites)23 KiZIZ /%~ 7=, £ 40 ha 2Kk .5
KM HLANFE L S VTV E T,

oM, ZOMETHO THERSNZHDT
¥,

During bird survey carried out by NCWCD
(National Commission for Wildlife Conservation
and Development) from February to March 1990,
a spring wetland of more than 40 ha was
discovered at 20° 41’ N, 54° 42’ E, where
Phragmites reed grasses grew densely along
water’s edge.

This wetland was identified for first time during this

survey.
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21. Hassi or Hashi

MY (eeal)iE R E 2T (s Gl 5) D RS
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Hassi (1), also written as Hashi, is a water well
located on right bank where Sha’ib al Faw (=i
s4ll) merges into lower reaches of Wadi al Hinw
() s315). A small village of six or seven
households operates center-pivot farms around
this well, and a tarmac road connects this area
with Sulayyil (di-d') in Wadi al Dawasir region

(d 53l (sl 5 Aalaia),

IONY—E, UANT Ly RV —
(Wilfred Thesiger)7’ 1948 2T - 7285 —[a)L >
T = U= (A 2 MBI PR T, e
HEMI L R 2B THH Y £,

Hassi was first destination of Wilfred Thesiger
during his second crossing of Rub’ al Khali (&Y

Sy in 1948,

22. "OKHF

La

22. Khaba water well

AROKFIEF (A )it BEOY U UT 7 BT H
T, 7 77 i EEEF(UAE) R 18 5\ [E 5
A7 7 7 M7 (s ddkase) 0D g UG AT (ST B L
TWET, HITE LTEY 23 X (Abpd) DR
T, UL T — (e L FTFF CHEEEICH D F
T ZOHFOKEFD LEFENLOD, B E L
THEATE SN TNET,

Khaba water well (La _v) is located near
southeastern edge of Saudi territory in Dhafara
region (s_ikll askis), close to southwestern UAE
border within northeastern Rub’ al Khali (&
S, It lies south of Shubaytah (daxs) and at
nearly same latitude as Ubaylah (ilull). Its water is

slightly salty but considered drinkable.

1946 FF, V4 V7 Ly K« &Y v —(Wilfred
Thesigen)id, H—E/LTT « ~N—1U =D (s
SWBERTOBS, B SK 210 m IZET D U —
U ae A Sl Gy e ) BT E AR L & BT
2HRICZONAANHFFABELE L, BV Yy
—3. OO IR EWDWRR S,

In 1946, Wilfred Thesiger reached this well two
days after he managed to cross Uruq ash
Shaybah (43l 35,¢), with dunes rising up to about
210 m, during his first crossing of Rub’ al Khali.
He wrote that, while tasting this slightly salty well
water, he reflected on hardship and success of

that desert journey.
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23. Haradh

/NT R(u=o~ [ Haradh)id & = — A () DEFH
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Haradh (u=_~) is located 250 km south of
Dammam (sk2) and 142 km south of Al Ahasa
(sLa3)). It used to be a signal station on Dammam
Railway South Line, with only a lonely gas station
and a modest car repair shop.

Along riverbed of Wadi as Sahba (sbeudl s315),
running parallel to railway, center-pivot farms of
NADEC (4 Al 43k 6ll 48 ,41) are spread

across this area.

Fo, 1998 FFIZAEFENIEE o727 7 7 5 REHE

F(UAE)FG S E BT < D% A 23— FH (Rud) Jis)
~OFfFGHEO—EIC LY F LT,

INT RDBHAADD & T F—VEEOF TR
\ZALES 5 UAE PESE~EEERE ST 27 70 B

BREDBEE D TER L CWET,

Haradh later became part of supply routes for
Shaybah oil field (.l Jis), near southeastern
UAE border, whose production began in 1998.
A paved asphalt road extending east from Haradh
connects directly to UAE western border near

base of Qatar peninsula.

IHIC, AT TUAS Z@ )2 R L, T
V2T — (0 ki) DN L B L (s AN R~
17~ 9 YOEE B & Bl SV E LTz,

NT RE-O TRNIZESFNCT EERATLE
WL NTT = U =SS o MBETE A T
IZOoN T, KFICHEERZBMOBET & 72> TN E
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Another desert road was constructed southward
via Al Ubaylah (i) to reach Al Kharkhir (Lsa_all)
in Najran Province (s 4ihis),

Haradh was once only a quiet signal station, but
as development of Rub’ al Khali (&) &)
progressed, it grew into an important

transportation hub.

24. ~NveE—)L (BErbe—
JV)

24. Kharkhir or Khirkhir
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Kharkhir (_ss_al), also written as Khirkhir, is a
village with water wells located near 19°N and
51°E in southern central Rub’ al Khali (s & ).
It lies south of Haradh (u=_~) across this desert

and is not far from Sanaw (s4) inside Yemen.

nET,
2000 4ED P = v 7 5:43(2000 22 33ls)TA = A > | In 2000, the Jeddah Treaty (2000 s:a sl
LOEBEBRAHEEL, 2O — T P4E | defined border between Saudi Arabia and Yemen,

LD E L, ZHITHW, P v b— T (Bos8)0
BV B — U D IRR 7R VDB I3 AT
(Rl B B BES 4L, TP 2 T — o (i
oo/ L — VR E UTIRASIVE LTz,

and Kharkhir became part of Saudi territory.

As a result, desert area between Sharourah
(3,504) and Kharkhir was separated from Eastern
Province (4,4 4skidl) and annexed to Najran

Province (o) 43lis) as Kharkhir Governorate.

2000 FFLARE, NT RMBEANERD T A7 7 )b
MBEERARER ST, PTU = (o)~ D
DR LITIF AT L CEAME A BB L, ¥~
— LRI (Oab ) - A8 5l Aidaial) ) R (o2 siad) Ladl)
Pz A T e — L ET620km) &

After 2000, a paved asphalt road built from
Haradh extended south through Rub’ al Khali
almost parallel to road toward Yabrin (0:).
Near crossover with Dammam Railroad (ss

o=l - 48 30 dslidl) South Line (sl kall), a road

RSN ERERbRE I THET, sign indicates 620 km to Kharkhir.
I DI, HEEEROK S IZH HFEFE S L2 | From Shawalah (4152), near end of this paved

WMETOFK L > v U —F (W85 42 FTHIHE HGEH
DL LT SEHE D A F ()22 LT E
— B LIDEER HFEL TH Y, 2006 4: 2~
3 HiAThn Tt v CHUE R OB i T
EOFEDPHERINTVET,

road where an abandoned gas station remains, a
desert route continues toward Kharkhir through
isolated settlement of Al Ubaylah (iull) in eastern
Rub’ al Khali. This road was confirmed during
scientific excursion by Saudi Geological Survey in

Feb.—Mar. 2006.

BAETIE, Ve —VIZANK 176 TADIT L
20 T —F 5 500 km OFFESE R b 5ERL
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EINE L,

Today, Kharkhir has a population of about 16,000,
and a paved 500-km road from Sharourah has
been completed.

As part of border-security measures, Umm al-Melh
Border Guards Airport (zld! ol Jas) has been newly

established about 110 km west of Kharkhir.
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25. Al Khan or Khinn

Ny (BY) (o8 Al Khan, Khinn)ix, v7'7 -
N U =P (M @ V)AL AL E S D /N & 7tk
HT, U — R M)DHHK 240 km, ~T K
(=2 DFERI B km IZH Y £, ~NT Rinbovb
b — b (o AN H D D IDITE I DIRHRIZ &
D, HAE vy LBEEESNTWET,

Al Khan, also written as Khinn (¢Al'), is a small
rural settlement in northern Rub’ al Khali (&=
Sl Itis located about 240 km east of Riyadh
(u=w)Y) and 93 km south of Haradh (u=_),
along an desert route between Haradh and

Kharkhir (s 3l).

26. 754 I—
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26. Buraimi
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Buraimi Oasis (< 4al5), also known as Tawam
Oasis (o3 4al), lies between Hajar Mountains
(u>=> dus) and Arabian Gulf (o) misl)).

Irrigation using Aflaj systems (z>4) made this area
a rich agricultural region, and settlements have
existed here for more than 4,000 years since
Bronze Age.Archaeological sites such as Umm
al-Nar culture (L4l 4l 5 Ls) remain in and around
this oasis. This region, rich in date palm fruit, has
long served as a center of trade and influence,
including during Islamic Golden Age (83 jasll
).

ZOFTVADEHMPRT LT, bEbEIFN
FDOFT S ATHY, TOIHLDT )V - T A
(Ce)E, =g 2 «P—A K- B ZALE—
Vo T =TF Y — (ke J ke o M) D LS
# g, 1966 FICT 7 X EERENKN L

B, TN T AET T X EEE R E L, A
~— L OMICIIR S EEMERRH Y A
TL7228, 2006 FEICHREFTARIT bR L Fb
nTnET,

As its name suggests, Tawam Oasis was
originally a twin oasis, and its Al Ain (u=!)) part is
birthplace of Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (o &)
ket Jl Wals). When Abu Dhabi Emirate was
formed in 1966, Al Ain became part of Abu Dhabi
territory. There had been no border structures
between this area and Oman, but a checkpoint

was established in 2006.
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27. Manwakh
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Zamakh wa Manwakh (¢ s s & 4 ) district is
largest area in Yemen’s Hadhramaut Governorate
(©seras Akilss), located east of Sharourah (3,5.5),
former military city of Saudi Arabia. Despite its
wide land, population is only about 1,500.
Manwakh (z s) is a water well in this district. It
was starting point for Wilfred Thesiger's Second
Crossing of Rub al Khali (s «Jll) in 1948. At
that time, together with Al Abr (L)), it was one of
only two water wells in northern Saar (_=l=) region

that never run dry. In Google Earth, it appears as

Minwakh. (# si)
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28. Mughshin
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Mughshin (¢<2«) is a water well located about 300
kilometers north-northeast of Salalah (i>.=) and
120 kilometers south of Khaur bin Atarit (c» Us>

< yie). For reasons that remain unclear, its name
carries the meaning “broken.”

This site is historically notable as the place where
Wilfred Thesiger stopped for water just before
entering the Rub’ al Khali (&l &2,1) during his

first crossing of the Empty Quarter in 1946.

HAEDNITE KL 800 AMIFEE L/
ELWEEEOfE CARmWIE T, ERIT >
— U (e AN/ L, 2T TSR ot
ZREe N DS — RGO s QDTS T
Z T CTHNIREIED —>TT,

Today, Mughshin has a population of around 800.
Despite its small size, it is well known for the
breeding of exceptionally beautiful camels. lts
inhabitants belong to the Al Kathiri (<) tribe,
one of the prominent branches of the Banu

Hamdan (¢)as s «llas) confederation in South
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Arabia, which traces its lineage back to the
ancient Sheba tribe ().

Mughshin now features a health center, schools,
and modern housing, and it benefits from
convenient access via the Muscat-Salalah

highway.
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29. Mukalla
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Mukalla (3<4ll) is a historic trading port that began
as a fishing settlement in 1035. Mukalla sits close
to ancient Hadhrami trade routes linking India and
Africa, and its hinterland includes regions known
for producing frankincense. Mukalla also
prospered for centuries through slave trade

activity.

ERICBWCE, Ay T—ZITAT 4 —+ A
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In later history, Mukalla served as capital of Qu’aiti
Sultanate (4shs=dll kL), which formed part of
Eastern Aden Protectorate (488l (e dass). After
Yemen unification, Mukalla became administrative
center of Hadhramaut Governorate (iélss

30. ¥ 7V —
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30. Yabrin
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Yabrin (¢2v) is an isolated oasis in northern Rub’
al Khali (J&) »,l1), located about 100 kilometers
south of Haradh (u=_~). Yabrin served as a supply
base for Murrah tribe (s« J1 4L:3), a group often
called “camel people” because its members lived

almost entirely through camel nomadism. Despite
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small farmlands around it, Yabrin long remained a

quiet settlement with a pastoral character.

1990 FERIC AL & R KO A Y — /L H (Jis
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In 1990s, Ghawar Qil Field (L'sl! Jis) expanded its
operations southward toward Yabrin, and large-
scale center-pivot farming also began around this
oasis. Even so, satellite views suggest that Yabrin
itself has not changed dramatically since that

period.

ZEHERAECIIVUE, YT U= - AT VRO Y
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Archaeological surveys indicate that a Dilmun
civilization site (s sbas #3 2) was discovered in
Umm al Nussi (= +1?) within Yabrin Oasis. This
ancient settlement flourished roughly from 2450
BC to 1700 BC, with Bahrain (c:0~) as its main
center.

A scientific excursion by Saudi Geological Survey
(Rl Ton o pall dalidll 23) in Feb—Mar 2006
confirmed existence of a caravan route linking
Ubar (Ubs) and Gerrha (s_s) through Al Kharkhir

(a A1), Wabar craters (Ll 22 8), and Yabrin.

— 2y

() Ty uo—iL, FeooEl 700 FED SRR
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(Note) Gerrha is often described as a “mysterious
city-state” that dominated trade in eastern Arabia

from around 700 BC into early centuries AD.
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31. Layla
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Layla (L) is located 300 km south of Riyadh
(v=L) and 204 km north-northeast of Sulayyil
(S, It is a rural village along Wadi Haddar, now
called Wadi al Ahmar (2% i1l 5), and since ancient

times it has been known as Aflaj (z24), an Arabic

word meaning karez. A research book on Saudi
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Arabia’s aquifers introduced several lakes once
found near Layla with a few photographs. Even
after passing through this area many times, |
could not find any trace of lakes. For this reason, |
stayed in Layla on December 29, 2000 to verify
this lake group.
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Most inhabitants of this village, despite its gentle
female-like name, were very strict Wahhabists
(&ta ), and many religious police, Mutawwa

(2 s=+), were seen everywhere. Each Mutawwa
wears a thawb (<% shortened to show ankles and
grows a long black beard. Staying in this village
was not very comfortable for me, but someone in
Suq (&s~) told me that Al Qatin (c=4!1?) might be
related to these former lakes. To reach Al Qatin, |
went 12 km south from Suq and then entered

desert 12 km further east on an asphalt road.
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On the next morning, when | visited Al Qatin,
signboards saying “Do not enter historic site”
stood on west side. On east side, plaster
resembling moist swelling powder was exposed
on ground surface. | walked into fenced mound
and found a dry lake. Several large crevasses ran
east to west, some so deep that bottoms were
invisible. This lake had depth of 30—40 meters, a
major axis of 700—-1,000 meters extending
southward and slightly eastward with doglegs, and
a minor axis of 200-300 meters. Inside dogleg
area, lake bottom had two levels, and upper level
had a black part that seemed like a hole about 10
meters in diameter. It might be an entrance to a

limestone cave.

OB, REBWRT DT U2 (0s) & T
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This place was once called Al Ayun (cs=l)), a

name meaning “springs”. It is not very long ago
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that this lake group dried up, as shown by several
ruined resort houses built to enjoy beauty of lakes
and surrounding greenery. This lake group once
served as water source for underground irrigation
channels. Fenced ruins may be remains of an
ancient state or city that engaged in agriculture

and caravan trade.
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32. Liwa
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Liwa Oasis (/5! 4al5), also known as Al Jiwa, is a
part of Rub* al Khali (&l &00) within Abu Dhabi
(L ) territory. It is an oasis belt stretching east
to west for about 100 km in a gentle arch shape
that curves north along Saudi border, located

roughly 100 km inland from Arabian Gulf coast.
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Liwa is much larger than Yabrin Oasis (cxu 4als)
and contains about 50 villages. It is a rich rural
area with many date palms, and its central
settlement is Muzayri‘ (& 2 <). From Abu Dhabi
city, we can reach this oasis by highway within
30-40 minutes. Saudi border lies 16—35 km south
of this oasis, and 10 km further south inside Saudi
territory, oil production facilities of Shaybah Oil

Field (3w Jis) are lined up.
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33. Wadi’ah
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Wadi'ah (3~24) is 51 km south of Sharorah
((us0%), and an arched gate marks its entrance.

From Wadi’ah toward Sharorah, a long
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tongue-shaped outcrop of flat soil protrudes north
with sabkha. This outcrop is not covered with
sand. Bedouin tents line west side of road, while
small dune rows stand on east side at right angles
to road, almost parallel to each other. Wadi'ah
was one of key bases on frankincense trail, and it
was last place for caravans to refill water before

crossing Rub’ al Khali (J& &),
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Originally, Wadi’ah meant “storage”, and it has
long served as a base for nomadic Bedouin.
Several dry wadis gather here, making this area
an important water place. Near village entrance,
four water nozzles and an elevated tank are
installed for water supply. Wadi’ah is close to
Yemen territory and forms southernmost tip of

Saudi territory of Rub’ al Khali.
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On January 6, 1948, Wilfred Thesiger departed
from Manwakh () with six local companions for
his second Rub‘ al Khali crossing. Before
departure, he visited a well called Al Abr (L:ll),
west of Manwakh, and this Al Abr is likely identical

to present-day Wadi’ah in terms of location.
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In 1969, during Wadi'ah War (4= =), Saudi
Border Guard repelled South Yemen Brigade
here. Today, a 110-km highway connects Wadi'ah
with Mintagat al-‘Abr (Ll 4shis), a T-junction on
Marib-Shibam highway (b s b o gamdl G2 kl).
Wadi’ah has become an important point for trade

and military movement.
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